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The “shining city on a hill” that is the United States has always been a land of 
immigrants - including my grandparents. As Americans, we welcome immigrants to 
our shores not only because it is the moral thing to do, but because immigration is 
wildly beneficial to our nation and its economy. 

 

In two words, why should we allow immigration? 

Morality. Economics.  

 

Morality? 

The US has always represented safety and asylum, a place where people come when they 
are seeking protection or opportunity. We haven’t always welcomed the stranger as well as 
we could and should have - our history is rife with people who perished when denied entry 
and others who experienced horrible xenophobia when they did arrive. But the sheer 
number of people who still seek to come here testifies to our successes and we should be 
fiercely proud of, and we should vigorously defend, our status as the “shining city on a hill.” 

 

Economics? 

There’s a lot here but let’s try to keep it fairly simple. 

 

One study estimates that an immigrant who comes here at 25 years old without a high 
school diploma adds $216,000 of fiscal benefits to our nation - even accounting for 
families/descendents, that number is $57,000. For context, that means the net fiscal 
impact of immigrants is more positive than it is for native-born Americans. 

 

Another study found immigrants added $2 trillion to our GDP in 2016 plus $459 billion to 
state, local, and federal taxes in 2018. Even after those taxes, immigrants had $1.2 trillion 
of purchasing power to spend on local goods and services. 

 



 
 
Zooming out, the picture is even more clear. Immigrants and the children of immigrants 
have founded enormous numbers of successful startups and run countless major 
corporations here. Only a minority of American Nobel laureates were born in this country. 

 

Without immigrants, our GDP would be lower, our growth would be slower, and we’d create 
far fewer jobs. 

 

Last, there’s the impact that immigrants have on other key priorities across our nation. For 
example, ~14% of the total construction workforce is made up of undocumented laborers. 
At a time when labor shortages are a key threat to our ability to build new housing and 
infrastructure, those folks are essential workers. 

 

How do the American people feel about immigration? 

A survey last summer found that 79% of US adults believe immigration is generally a good 
thing for the United States. Almost half of Democrats believe we should increase 
immigration and fewer than 20% think we should decrease it. 

 

The vast majority of Americans believe we should have a pathway to citizenship for illegal 
immigrants already here. A majority of Americans remain supportive of the US accepting 
refugees. Most Americans, however, believe that increased legal immigration also needs to 
be paired with enforcement of immigration laws. 

 

How do we go about creating an immigration system that actually works? 

First, Congress cannot hand oversight of immigration enforcement to the President, a 
proposal currently being considered by Republican legislators. 

 

Second, we need to vastly overhaul immigration infrastructure from start to finish: 

- Abolish ICE: as an institution, ICE is unfixably damaged. A whole new immigration 
enforcement apparatus is required, that would be based on: 

o Treating people with dignity and respect: through training and agency culture 
development 

o Giving people a voice: communities should play a central role in shaping how 
immigration enforcement operates. For example, providing structured 



 
 

forums where officers and community members can work through issues, 
and having community partners participate in officer training 

o Acting without bias: through clear anti-bias policies, effective training, strong 
supervision, and transparent data collection and reporting 

o Conveying trustworthy motives: officers should identify themselves, explain 
what is happening, give people a chance to speak, and treat people 
respectfully 

- Investigate abuses: an independent body is needed to investigate abuses by 
Trump’s ICE and CBP. That body should be: 

o Totally transparent 
o Independent and authoritative (i.e., separate from DHS and with the authority 

to compel cooperation) 
o Fair and dignified 

- Smarter immigration enforcement: let’s enforce laws in ways that actually benefit 
the United States by focusing on real threats to public safety and the integrity of our 
immigration system 

o Let’s also make sure data is collected and reported that show whether the 
immigration enforcement ecosystem is appropriately reflecting our national 
priorities 

- Clear, accessible pathways to citizenship: for the 3.6 million Dreamers (a tiny 
portion of which are in the DACA program) and the 11 million total undocumented 
people that are part of the American fabric 

- More legal pathways to immigration: with a particular emphasis on students and 
workers that meet currently unfilled needs across the United States 

- Clear, protected asylum policies: ensuring those who flee here and are eligible for 
asylum are provided it and don’t exist in legal limbo for extended periods of time 

 

My private sector career was largely focused on helping immigrant and diaspora 
communities - folks like my grandparents who came to the United States having 
endured persecution and hardship at home. Immigrants make our communities richer 
- in both culture and dollars. We should expand options for folks to legally immigrate 
here, provide pathways to citizenship for undocumented people already here, and 
restart our immigration enforcement system from scratch. We must have immigration 
laws and we must enforce them - a law without enforcement is just a suggestion - but 
we absolutely must do so in a respectful, unbiased, highly targeted manner. 



 
 
Sources include: 

- https://news.gallup.com/poll/692522/surge-concern-immigration-abated.aspx 
- https://www.strongfloornoceiling.us/ 
- https://moreincommonus.com/publication/the-priorities-gap/ 
- https://www.thirdway.org/memo/memo-to-democrats-on-immigration-to-

turbocharge-generosity-get-order-right 
- https://www.thirdway.org/press/house-republicans-prepare-to-surrender-oversight-

and-hand-trump-control-of-immigration-enforcement-for-the-rest-of-his-term 
- https://www.thirdway.org/memo/president-trumps-immigration-problem 
- https://www.thirdway.org/memo/how-democrats-can-rebuild-the-publics-trust-in-

immigration-enforcement 


